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St. Paul, located in the southeast section of Collin County is rich in history and the 
names of the old settlers are well known such as Boylan, Burns, Corbitt, Farmer, 
Gallagher, Gardenhier, Masters, Morris, Neilan, Scanlan, Scott and Stibbens to name 
only a few. The earliest settlers were Irish Catholics, followed by Protestants. Many of 
the Catholics who came in the 1840's were Irish immigrants from Roscommon, Ireland, 
such as the Boylan and Gallagher families. The Protestants, mostly Scots Irish, 
migrated from the upper southern states after the Republic of Texas became a state 
and following the formation of Collin County in 1846. 
 
St. Paul began with only thirty or so residents, mostly farmers. Crops grown were corn, 
cotton, oats and wheat, and they raised livestock. 
 
The town got its name from Paul, the biblical evangelist. St. Paul began with the 
formation of St. Paul Catholic Church in 1847, a year after the formation of Collin 
County. Local Irish farmers in the community established the church. It was operated 
as a mission for the residents by the Diocese of Galveston, whose jurisdiction 
composed all of the State of Texas east of the Colorado River, long before the church 
property was purchased and built. Other major landmarks in St. Paul were the St. Paul 
Methodist Church, St. Paul Catholic Cemetery and the Morris School, a free Protestant 
public school sometimes referred to as Rawhide because of its rawhide covering at the 
door.   
 
There was also the cotton gin and grist mill. With the exception of the Catholic Church 
and cemetery, everything was located at the corner of Aztec and Parker Road. The 
Catholic Church was located on the SE corner of St. Paul Road and Butscher's Block 
across from the Town Hall. The lot is wooded and unsettled. The St. Paul Catholic 
Cemetery is significant. Owned and beautifully maintained by St. Anthony Catholic 
Church in Wylie, it is currently active and the only visible historic site in what was the 
beginning of St. Paul, Texas. It is on the north side of St. Paul Road and east of where 
the Catholic Church stood at St. Paul Road, early on called Scanlan Hill Road, and 
Butscher's Block. 
 
The cemetery contains the remains of the only soldier buried in Collin County who 
fought in the Battle of San Jacinto on April21, 1836. There is a Texas Historical Marker 
to commemorate the warrior Charles C. Stibbens erected in 1992 by Brenda Burns 
Kellow and James Evans. Stibbens and his wife and several grown children and their 
families are buried in the southeast half of the cemetery which contains the remains of 
the original settlers, even some which were not Catholic. A book on the history of 
Charles C. Stibbens, his descendants and the Saint Paul community, written by Brenda 
Burns Kellow his great-great-granddaughter, is in the Plano Genealogy Center at W. 0. 
Haggard Library. Stibbens land was north of that owned by Jim Scanlan, John Scanlan 
and the Kellow family. Much of it is now under Lavon Lake. John Scanlan and Brenda 
Burns Kellow live on land acquired by Stibbens' descendants in 1886. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Paul incorporated December 4, 1971 and held its first meeting on April 21, 1972 at 
the IOOF Hall on Paul Wilson Road. Mr. Darryl Gumm became the first Mayor in the 
first election in April 1972. The first elected officials were John Scanlan, J. E. "Jesse" 
Gibson, Howard Finley, Philip M. Lawrence, and Bob Hubenthal. Only one person on 
the council, Mr. John Scanlan who was also on the original council, descends directly 
from an original settler dating back to the beginning of the community in the 1840s. 
Only a few descendants of the other original pioneers remain in the town and live on 
family owned property. 
 
During the 1970s the town had a population of 150. It reported a population of 415 
in1990. In 2000 the population was 800. By 2010 the population had increased to 
1,000residents. Another 1 ,000 residents are predicted to move into the new 
development on the 593 acres of the Leroy Farmer Survey currently under 
development. The land is on the north side of St. Paul Road across from The Town 
Hall. 
 
The 1980s brought on a growth spurt for the town. The Town Hall moved in the 1980s 
into the present building which had been the St. Paul Fire Department. Rumor has it 
that there is a time capsule embedded above the door of this building. 
 
The current Town Hall, 2505 Butscher's Block, is open for business from 9-1 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday. It has a mayor, secretary/business administrator, town 
clerk, and five council members. 
 
The zip code is 75098, the same as Wylie, and the residents use the Wylie Post Office. 
 
For more on Saint Paul, see the Collin County Interactive Map, http://gismaps. 
co/lincountvtx.govlhistorical.html 

 

 



The Town of St. Paul would like to thank the following 
individuals and groups for helping establish this 
historical marker: 

• Texas Historical Commission

• Collin County Historical Commission

• Joy Gough, Historical Marker Chairperson

• Collin County Road and Bridge Department

• Page Thomas

• Rita Williams

• Wylie United Methodist Church

We extend special thanks to all of the Town of St. Paul 
council members, P & Z members and mayors who have 
served the town for the past 43 years. 
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Welcome 

Paula Ross, Historical Commission Chairman 

Invocation 

Reverend Kathryn Strempke 

Greetings 

Jodie Laubenberg, State Representative 

History of St. Paul 

Robert London 
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Mayor Opie Walter 

Inscription Reading 

Mayor Opie Walter 

Benediction 

Reverend Kathryn Strempke 

Town of St. Paul, Texas 
The town of St. Paul is located in south 
central Collin County.  

The name of the town comes from the 
St. Paul Catholic Church, which was 
established in 1856 and located in the 
area. In the late 1800s, St. Paul had two 
churches, two schools, a cemetery, a 
general store, a grist mill, a blacksmith 
shop, a gin, and a post office, which 
was established in 1876. 

The town was incorporated in 1971. It 
is one of the few early farming 
communities that survived into the 21st 
century without being annexed into a 
larger city.
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